
Godparents 

At a Bap�sm there should be at least 

three godparents for each child. It is 

necessary that godparents have been 

bap�zed and are people who can 

make declara�ons of Chris�an faith 

with integrity. They should be people 

who will genuinely help you bring 

your child up to follow Jesus as part 

of his Church. 

What happens if one of the 

Godparents can’t come to the 

Bap�sm? Of course, they will make 

every effort to come if they possibly 

can but some�mes this is impossible.  

This doesn’t stop them from being a 

Godparent. 

Others ways we aim to help. 

As a Church, we work hard to make 

families with children feel welcome. 

To make it easier for parents to bring 

babies and young children to Church, 

we have family services on the first 

Sunday of every month and our 

Junior Church groups runs on other 

Sundays in term �me. Sand is our 

group for pre-school children and 

their carers. Our Pebbles group is for 

primary school age children up to 

and including year 2. For more 

details, please see our website or 

contact the Parish Office. 

There are baby changing facili�es in 

the parish Centre and bags of toys 

available to borrow in church. 
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Holy Bap�sm 

The Bap�sm of babies and 

children takes place in a service 

some�mes called a Christening. In 

this service, parents make a 

decision to start their child on the 

Chris�an journey of faith and 

Godparents promise to help and 

support them. 

Because Bap�sm marks the 

beginning of the Chris�an life, it is 

the start of a new rela�onship with 

God. Through our Bap�sm, God 

offers us forgiveness for the things 

we do wrong and gives us strength to 

become one of Jesus’ followers. 

By our bap�sm, we become 

members of the Church, both in 

Oxton and throughout the world. As 

members of the church we can 

support and encourage one another 

to know God be1er.

At St Saviour’s, we welcome children and their families. This 

leaflet explains the two options we offer to parents wanting 

to have a special service for their child. These are: 

• Holy Baptism 

• Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child 

For older children and adults, we offer Baptism alongside 

Confirmation. Please contact the Parish Office for more 

details. 

Thanksgiving 

Thanksgiving for the Gi2 of a Child 

offers you, your family and friends an 

opportunity to give thanks to God for 

the birth (or adop�on) of a child. It is 

a �me to join together and celebrate, 

and to pray for our family life. 

At a Thanksgiving Service you don’t 

have to say anything about what you 

believe and you don’t have to 

promise anything; This service is 

about thanksgiving and celebra�on. 

It is an expression of God’s 

uncondi�onal love for you and your 

child. 

Bap�sm Prepara�on 

To help parents consider all that is 

involved in bap�sm or thanksgiving 

we offer a Bap�sm Prepara�on 

Evening at which we look at the 

words in the Bap�sm Service and the 

meaning of the symbols used. This is 

usually on a Monday at 7pm. At the 

end of the evening you will be given 

an applica�on form and will need to 

phone the church office to book a 

date for your service. Bap�sm and 

Thanksgiving Services usually take 

place at 11.30am on the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 

Sundays in the month.  

What does it cost? 

Bap�sm is a symbol of God’s love for 

us which is freely given. We make no 

charge, although there is the 

opportunity to make a dona�on 

towards church expenses. 

Does it ma er where I live?  The Church of England welcomes parents to 

bring children for bap�sm in their own Parish church. This is to help you ful-

fil the promises made in bap�sm to bring your child up within the church. 

That’s obviously easier to do if the church is just down the road! If you don’t 

live within the Parish of St. Saviour’s it may however s�ll be possible to con-

duct your child’s bap�sm if you worship with us regularly and are on our 

parish’s Electoral Roll.. 

In baptism 
we are 
washed 

clean by the 
Holy Spirit 


