
Our Summer Old Testament ‘blockbusters’ 
For five of the last six years, we have read an Old Testament 

‘blockbuster’ story over the summer at our Parish Communion 

services. In 2014, our summer sermon series helped us reflect 

on the story of Elijah. The following year, we read together              

Esther’s life-and-death drama. In Summer 2016, we thought 

about Joseph—and we had a parish outing to see the Lloyd 

Webber musical! In 2017, we looked at two of the shorter Old 

Testament stories: Ruth and Jonah. Last year, we had a break. 

This year, we have returned to our established pattern and are 

taking up an Old Testament story as our ‘holiday reading’. 

 

Does the Old Testament matter? 
The Old Testament is eternally important. This is because:  

• the Old Testament, like the New Testament, is God’s own Word.  

• Jesus does not abolish the old Law, but fulfils it (Matt 5: 17). This means that knowing the Old Testament unlocks 

for us endlessly new insights about Jesus’ person and his saving work. 

• the Old Testament was the Bible in which Jesus himself was steeped. The Psalter was his hymnbook; he used Old 

Testament teaching to drive away Satan (Matt Chapter 4).  

• Jesus taught his People about his saving work by opening up the meaning of the Old Testament for them (see, in  

one instance among many, Luke 24: 13–35).   

• the New Testament tells us that the Old Testament is important! In his Second Letter to Timothy, St Paul writes that 

the Old Testament is “able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus”. Paul goes on to say the all of 

the Old Testament matters for the Christian life. (See 2 Tim 3: 13-16.) 
 

Why give time to thinking about the Passover? 
The Passover is the greatest of all the Old Testament stories. What’s more, learning more about the Passover is a key 

to understanding more of what Jesus is saying and doing at the Last Supper. In fact, more generally, the Passover  

story helps us to hear better a great deal of what the Gospels tell us about Jesus’ Passion and Death.  

We might ask, then: why we are reading the story of the Passover now, and not in Holy Week? The answer is that 

there is so much going on in Holy Week. So it is good (actually, it’s fantastic!) to be able to spend some time away 

from Holy Week thinking about and praying over this one aspect of God’s saving work. 
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