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A.PARSONS  

• Renovations

 
• Decorating

 
• Stone Walling

Roof & Chimney Work

The Old Farm, 1 Boundary Road, Birkenhead

Mobile: 07801 535 109
Email: parsons22@talktalk.net

Tel: 0151 345 9580

 

PRENTON PREPARATORY SCHOOL
Mount Pleasant, Oxton, Wirral, CH43 5SY 

(Girls and Boys 2 years 6 months – 11 years)

Accredited by the Independent 
Schools Council

At Prenton Prep. we provide :

• A happy and caring family atmosphere;

• Traditional teaching;

• Small classes;

• Dedicated and highly experienced staff;

• A firm but fair discipline;

•  High academic standard 
and excellent results at 11+

• Various clubs and sporting activities;

• Pre and after school care;

•  Nursery Grant available for 
3 and 4 year olds

For an information pack please 
call the School Secretary on : 

0151 652 3182

or e-mail : enquiry@prentonprep.co.uk

website address : www.prentonprep.co.uk

Mayflower Court
Residential Home

8, Waterford Road, Oxton

Established and under the 
same ownership since 1985

Continuing to provide quality care

Tel: 652 8810

EMPLOYMENT LAW RELATED PROBLEMS ?

Need professional help with redundancy, unfair dismissal, discrimination, … ?

Scott-Moncrieff & Associates Ltd offer help and advice and a full legal service from issuing
a claim to representation in the Employment Tribunal. Your local representative Selen
Deakin LLB (Hons), Solicitor, has over 15 years of experience as an Employment Specialist
with excellent Client outcomes.

A range of funding options are available which include - Home Insurance (where
applicable), Contingency Fee Agreement (no win - no fee), hourly basis, fixed fee.

For a fully confidential, no-obligation discussion of your requirements,
call 07847 425 762 or 0203 811 6088 or email sdeakin@scomo.com

www.scomo.com/selen-deakin.html

Dear Friends
In these unprecedented recent weeks, I have found myself 
returning to the story of the First Book of Samuel. You might 
recall that, in this book, the prophet Samuel came to the house 
of Jesse, seeking a new King for Israel.

Jesse brings all his sons together, and yet Samuel is not 
satisfied. “Do you have any more sons?” he asks Jesse. And Jesse 
replies, “There remains the youngest, and look, he is tending 
the sheep”. When we meet David, he is keeping watch over his 
father’s sheep. It is this shepherd boy whom God chooses to rule 
over his people Israel.

 When he was fully grown, King David wrote the psalter, a book of songs to God. In one 
of most beautiful moments in the psalter, David, the former shepherd boy, writes these 
words:

The Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing. / He makes me lie down in green 
pastures and leads me beside still waters. / He shall refresh my soul and guide me in the 
paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

 In his youth, David had led his sheep to green pastures where they could find food, and 
to still waters where they could drink. He had provided for his sheep to rest when they 
needed to, and he had led his sheep along safe paths to a safe destination.

 Now, in Psalm 23, David praises God for caring for His people in these same ways: 
providing them with all they need to come safely home. It is for this reason that David 
is able to able to face with confidence even the decline of old age and the inevitability of 
death. 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; / for you are 
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 We are living through potentially frightening days. We may fear for the wellbeing, and 
perhaps even the life, of those we love. We may fear for our own health. We may be afraid 
for loved ones who are isolated. We may be afraid for the stability of our income, or for a 
business we have nurtured. 

 When we bring all these cares and concerns to Jesus, then I believe that we shall 
discover Him to be David’s greater son. Like David, Jesus was ‘The King of the Jews’. More 
than David, Jesus is Lord of Heaven and Earth, of life and death. Like David, Jesus cares for 
his Father’s flock. More than David, Jesus is the Good Shepherd who lays down his life for 
the sheep.

 Jesus is our Shepherd-King, and He remains so in these distressing times. In Him we 
can put our trust. 

You [Jesus] spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; / you have 
anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full. / Surely goodness and loving mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life, /and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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Clergy: 
  Vicar: Revd Dr Joe Kennedy, 
  7 Willow Lea, Oxton CH43 2GQ  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .652 2402 

  Curate: Revd Dr Tina Dixon, 
  48 Birch Road, Oxton CH43 5UA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .653 3256

  Honorary Assistant Priest: Revd Elaine Bisson  .  . 653 3366

Reader :  Mr Denis Jones  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .652 6202

Pastoral Worker : Mrs Lisa Kelly  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .653 9077

Children’s and Families’ Worker 
Mrs Tracey Williams  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .653 3366

Sand Co-ordinator : Mrs Jenny Carpenter  .  .  .  .  .608 7823 
Pebbles and Rocks Co-ordinator : Mrs Lisa Kelly   .653 3366

Churchwardens: 
   Mr Nick Porter  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 07774 703113 
   Mr Andrew Thomson   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 327 4056

Deputy Churchwarden: 
   Anthony Parsons   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 345 9580

P.C.C. Secretary : Miss Judith Parry  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .652 2177

Church Treasurer : Mr Nick Broad  .  .  .  .  .  .  .07795 683686

Director of Music : Dr Glyn Môn Hughes  .  .  .  .  .  . 608 3361 
 Associate Director of Music: Jon Barton  .  .  .  .  .653 3366

Social & Music Committee : Mrs Sarah Goulding  .653 3366

Verger : Mr Phil Smith  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .923 9577

Sacristy Team Leaders: 
Mr John and Mrs Diane Kershaw   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .608 6067

Tower Captain : Mr C . Neale   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .652 6096

Head Server : Parish Office   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .653 3366

Planned Giving Recorder : Miss Janet Taylor  .  .653 6233

Gift Aid Secretary : Mr Roy Cunningham   .  .  .  .  .652 7195

Cameo : Miss Jean Keller  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .652 5711

Bible Reading Fellowship : Parish Office  .  .  .  .  .  .653 3366

Fellowship Study Groups : Parish Office  .  .  .  .  .  .  .653 3366

St Saviour’s School: Head Teacher, Mr A Ramsden  .  .652 4909

Mothers’ Union :  Mrs Judy Ford  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 652 1840 
 Mrs Greig Roberts   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 652 9326

Parish Administrator & Parish Centre Booking Manager 
Mrs Sue Gerrie  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .653 3366

Parish Centre Management Committee 
Contact: Mrs Marjory Taylor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .652 5341

St Saviour’s Toddlers’ Group: 
  Mondays: Katherine Bates  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .653 3366 
  Tuesdays: Lisa Dudley  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .653 3366 
  Thursdays: Tracey Willams   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .653 3366

Brownies :  Miss Janet Taylor (22nd)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .653 6233

Guides :  Parish Office   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .653 3366

Electoral Roll : Mrs Sue Gerrie  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .653 3366

Oxton and Noctorum Churches Together : 
   Mr Anthony Parsons  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 345 9580

Children’s Society : Mrs Diane Kershaw  .  .  .  .  .  .608 6067

Christian Aid :  Mrs Liz Seager  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .652 5676 
Mrs Diane Kershaw  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .608 6067

Child Protection Officer :  Miss Janet Taylor   .  .  .653 6233

Health & Safety Advisor :  Mr Paul Airey  .  .  .  .  .  .653 3366

Flower Guild :  Mrs Vicki Coleman  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .652 8096

Magazine : Editor : Miss Jennifer Lobban  .  .  .  .  .652 3033 
  Advertisements : Mrs Jenny Carpenter   .  .  .  .  .  .608 7823

Please see page 16 for Oxton Outlook 
editorial deadline dates.

WHO TO CONTACT AT ST SAVIOUR’S

Sacristan : Mrs Dot Roberts   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200 8642
Brownies : Melanie Kirwan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 07764 537187
Rainbows : Ms Molly Hodson   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 07757 054892
Guides:  Siobhan Thorne .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 07484 193348

Children’s Society : Mrs Suzanne Hiorns  .  .  .  .  .  .512 1389
Flowers : Mrs Suzanne Hiorns  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 512 1389
Church Lads’ & Church Girls’ Brigade, Noctorum : 
Mrs Karen Cairns  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 07849 144334
Hall Bookings : Parish Office  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 653 3366

WHO TO CONTACT AT ST ANDREW’S

PARISH OFFICE: St Saviour’s Parish Centre, Bidston Road CH43 2JZ 
Tel: 653 3366  Open 9.30am to 12.30pm, Tuesday to Friday. 
The Parish Office will advise about times of Baptism, receive notice of Banns of Marriage, 
arrange appointments, etc.  Email: office@oxtonstsaviour.co.uk

Church web site: www.oxtonstsaviour.co.uk

Why not follow us on Facebook?

Parish Centre web site: www.stsavioursparishcentre.org.uk
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Parish Registers
THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY 
‘May they rest in peace’
Brenda Brown   .  .  .  . 95 years  .  .  .  .1 February 2020 
Ursula Pilling .  .  .  .  .  . 94 years  .  .  .11 February 2020 
Irene Gregory  .  .  .  .  . 93 years  .  .  .13 February 2020
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Times of Services

JUNIOR CHURCH 
meets in the Parish Centre 

on Sunday April 26th at 10 .45am

ST SAVIOUR’S TODDLERS
meet at St Andrew’s 

on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9 .30am .
Finish on April 2nd and recommence on April 20th

At St Saviour’s…
WEEKLY (Monday to Thursday) 
9.00am . . . .  Morning Prayer  ALL WELCOME
TUESDAYS - HOLY COMMUNION 
7.00pm . . . . except April 7th (7.30pm see below)
THURSDAYS - HOLY COMMUNION 
10.00am . . . except April 9th (Maundy Thursday)

SUNDAY 5TH APRIL  
PALM SUNDAY
8 .00am  .  .  .  .  .  .Holy Communion BCP
10 .45am  .  .  .  .  . Worship Together: Holy 

Communion
6 .30pm  .  .  .  .  .  .A Journey to Easter    see page 6

HOLY WEEK
Monday 6th   .  .  .  .  . 7 .30pm Stations of the Cross
Tuesday 7th  .  .  .  .  .  . 7 .30pm Holy Communion
Wednesday 8th  .  . 7 .30pm Stations of the Cross

MAUNDY THURSDAY  9TH APRIL
7 .30pm  .  .  .  .  .  Parish Communion with foot 

washing and stripping of the 
altars

11 .30pm  .  .  .  . Compline to end the Vigil

GOOD FRIDAY 10TH APRIL
10 .30  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Walk of Witness
2 .00pm  .  .  .  .  . Last Hour of the Cross

EASTER EVE 11TH APRIL
7 .30pm  .  .  .  .  .  Easter Vigil including 

Holy Communion

SUNDAY 12TH APRIL 
EASTER DAY
9 .15am  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Communion
10 .45am  .  .  .  . Morning Worship

SUNDAY 19TH APRIL 
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
9 .15am  .  .  .  .  .  . Parish Communion
10 .45am  .  .  .  .  Morning Worship: Holy 

Communion

SUNDAY 26TH APRIL 
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
 9 .15am  .  .  .  .  . Parish Communion
10 .45am  .  .  .  . Morning Worship
 6 .30pm   .  .  .  . Choral Evensong

Easter greetings 
from the 

leadership team

As this magazine goes to print the 
vicar has received a letter from 
the Archbishops of Canterbury 

and York calling for all  churches 
to suspend services and worship 

until  further notice.

ALL THE SERVICES BELOW
WILL NOT TAKE PLACE

CA
NC

EL
LE

D

CANCELLE
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DROUGHT IN KENYA 
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 10-16 MAY 2020
This year, the focus for Christian Aid Week (CAW) is the 
plight of drought- stricken communities in Kenya. Many 

afflicted areas had formerly been fertile; crops, animals and humans used to thrive.  Last year, 
with millions of Kenyans desperately struggling to survive the drought and over 2.7 million 
people short of food, the Kenyan government declared a drought emergency. 

The problems faced by Rose, a 67 year old 
widow living with HIV and sole carer for six 
grandchildren, are featured in this year’s CAW 
campaign.  Rose has to walk 6 hours a day 
to collect water for her family.  Drought has 
destroyed her ability to farm so she and the 
children are hungry.  When she arrives home in 
the evening she is exhausted and has no energy 
for anything other than rest. Christian Aid, with 
its partners, has been helping communities build 
earth dams to conserve any excess water when 
the rains finally arrive. In many situations these 
have proved very successful and even resulted 
in some families managing to grow food crops 
again.  Rose hopes that her community will be 
able to benefit similarly.

People already living in poverty, who bear the least responsibility for causing the climate 
crisis, are also the least able to adapt to climate impacts.  The results are more floods, droughts 
and extreme weather patterns often leading to further hunger and insecurity. For these people, 
climate change is a matter of life or death.  Christian Aid was founded by the churches of Britain 
and Ireland. It works to tackle global poverty and injustice and it believes that real progress can 
only happen when the structural causes of poverty are recognised and addressed. We are invited 
to join with others around the world in a year of non-stop prayer for climate justice.  Lobbying 
politicians and institutions to reduce sources of global warming in the run up to the UN 
(COP26) climate talks in November will continue to be part of Christian Aid’s campaign in 2020.

These are difficult times for Christian Aid.  Although total income (2018/2019) has risen, 
donations from individuals fell by £5m, largely due to a decline in CAW income from house 
to house collections. At the same time costs have risen. To counteract this, it was decided to 
reduce to 15 the number of countries where Christian Aid works.  These are places where 
Christian Aid’s input will have the greatest impact on reducing poverty.  For the same reasons, 
most regional offices in the UK have been closed and remaining staff mostly work from home, 
supported by central offices in London and Warrington.  Liz Seager

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 29TH HAS BEEN 
POSTPONED. A FUTURE DATE WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN DUE COURSE.

Messy Easter
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE BOOKED, 
DON’T FORGET
Messy Easter is Saturday 4th April 2020 
10.15am - 12.30pm   
There will be a fun filled morning of craft/
activities/fun/friendship and fellowship at 

St Saviour’s Parish Centre finishing with a 
short act of worship in church at 12noon

Don’t forget your hat for the 
Easter Hat competition!

CANCELLED

MY FAVOURITE HYMN – Andrew Brown -  
This links closely with the Vicar’s letter on page 1.
I had a very solid grounding in the Anglican hymnal while at school in the late 1960s and early 70s.  
Every morning started with registration followed by a whole school assembly with notices, an act of 
worship and a hymn.  Since those early days, The King of Love my Shepherd Is has been my favourite 
hymn and forms part my private prayer and worship.  Based on the text of Psalm 23, and written by 
William Henry Baker in 1868,  the hymn affirms God’s love for us.  Even with all our faults (“perverse 
and foolish”) we are assured of the good care that our Good Shepherd gives.
Some of the text is quite archaic.  Verdant, bestoweth, chalice and unction are words we rarely use 
today; the language and the word-inversions (I nothing lack, with food celestial) not only add to the 
charm of the hymn but also serve to remind us that Jesus, as shepherd, will lead his followers from 
darkness, evil and despair towards salvation.

The King of love my Shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never;

I nothing lack if I am his
And he is mine for ever.

Where streams of living water flow
My ransomed soul he leadeth,

And where the verdant pastures grow
With food celestial feedeth.

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
But yet in love he sought me,

And on his shoulder gently laid,
And home, rejoicing, brought me.

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill
With thee, dear Lord, beside me;

Thy rod and staff my comfort still,
Thy cross before to guide me.

Thou spread’st a table in my sight;
Thy unction, grace bestoweth:

And O what transport of delight
From thy pure chalice floweth!

And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
Within thy house for ever.

The King of Love my Shepherd



7

PRAYER DIARY  April 2020

Wednesday 1st Frederick Denison Maurice, Priest, Teacher 1872 For those with birthdays this month

Thursday 2nd On World Autism Awareness day, that all receive the support needed 
and are enabled to reach their full potential

Friday 3rd For the role of international sport in promoting understanding and 
peace

Saturday 4th On International Mine Awareness Day, for the eradication of all land 
mines and help for casualties

SUNDAY 5TH PALM SUNDAY For those living in Nursery Close, Oakleaf Mews, Olive Mount

Monday 6th MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK We remember the victims of the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda

Tuesday 7th TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK On World Health Day, for adequate health care for all

Wednesday 8th WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK May we use this Holy Week to reflect on what God’s gift of salvation 
means to us

Thursday 9th MAUNDY THURSDAY Jesus washed the disciples’ feet, help us to help one another

Friday 10th GOOD FRIDAY No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends 
(Jn.15.13)

Saturday 11th EASTER EVE For Christians everywhere as we prepare to celebrate Jesus Christ’s 
resurrection

SUNDAY 12TH EASTER DAY For those living in Olivia Close, Olivia Mews, Ollerton Close

Monday 13th MONDAY OF EASTER WEEK We give thanks for the promise of resurrection and eternal life

Tuesday 14th TUESDAY OF EASTER WEEK For Christians persecuted for their faith in many places in the world

Wednesday 15th WEDNESDAY OF EASTER WEEK For refugees in over-crowded and inadequate camps

Thursday 16th THURSDAY OF EASTER WEEK For trafficked and exploited workers

Friday 17th FRIDAY OF EASTER WEEK For our police officers and all who work to keep our communities safe

Saturday 18th SATURDAY OF EASTER WEEK For health workers and carers, and all who work to relieve the suffering 
of others

SUNDAY 19TH THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER For those living in Orlando Close, Ormond Mews, Ormond Way

Monday 20th For our Government in negotiations with the EU

Tuesday 21st Anselm, Abbot of Le Bec, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Teacher, 1109

 For Archbishop John, as he approaches retirement, and for Rt Revd 
Stephen Cottrell as he prepares to take on the role of Archbishop of York

Wednesday 22nd May we be rooted and built up in Christ, abounding in thanksgiving 
(Col.2.7)

Thursday 23rd GEORGE, MARTYR, PATRON OF ENGLAND, c. 304 For the church in England

Friday 24th
Mellitus, Bishop of London, first Bishop at 
St Paul’s, 624; The Seven Martyrs of the 
Melanesian Brotherhood, Solomon Islands, 2003

For our Sister Church in Melanesia 

Saturday 25th MARK THE EVANGELIST We give thanks for our Gospel writers

SUNDAY 26TH THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER For those living in Ossett Close, Oulton Close, Oulton Way

Monday 27th Christina Rossetti, Poet, 1894 We remember those still affected by the Chernobyl Disaster

Tuesday 28th Peter Chanel, Missionary in the South Pacific, 
Martyr, 1841

On World Day for Safety and Health at Work, for all working in 
dangerous conditions

Wednesday 29th Catherine of Siena, Teacher, 1380 ‘Be who God meant you to be and you will set the world on fire’ 
(Catherine of Siena)

Thursday 30th Pandita Mary Ramabai, Translator of the 
Scriptures, 1922 For the relief of impoverished Christians in India

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE
In the February 2019 Oxton Outlook we featured this picture of 
the Book of Remembrance situated in the Lady Chapel. Norma 
Whitehead used her talent in writing to inscribe the names of the 
deceased in the book. Sadly, due to eyesight problems, she is unable 
to carry on doing this. We appealed for someone who is familiar 
with italic script and who is precise in writing to offer their services. 
So far no-one has come forward and so this is a further plea for 
someone to volunteer and to be tutored by Norma.

If you feel you could do this please contact the Editor, Jennifer 
Lobban (652 3033) or email Elaine Ray at oxton.outlook@
btinternet.com

The Book of Remembrance is situated in the Lady Chapel below 
the Della Robbia pottery plaque. It was given by the Mothers’ Union 
and the glass topped desk in which it sits was given by Doreen 
Lloyd in memory of George and David. Each day a page is turned 
to display the anniversaries of those who have died and are listed 
here so that we can think and pray for the deceased and their families. Relatives of the deceased can  
ask for the names of their loved ones to be placed in the book at any time by telephoning the Parish 
Office.  Editorial
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MUSIC IN APRIL
The period leading up to Easter is always the 
busiest and most challenging period in the 
church’s year, certainly as far as the choir is 
concerned.

In recent years, we’ve marked Palm Sunday 
with an exploration of the Passion of Our Lord in 
words and music.  The choral pieces are chosen 
to represent the various stages of the story, from 
Ash Wednesday to the glory of Easter Day. 

Ash Wednesday and Lent, in general, is 
marked with Purcell’s penitential anthem Hear 
my prayer, O Lord. Passiontide is represented 
with a performance of the Lamentations by 
Edward Bairstow. The words are taken from the 
Lamentations of Jeremiah, as selected by Eric 
Milner-White.  Much of the setting is based on 
a phrase which is very similar to an Anglican 
chant.  This is meanwhile punctuated by a 
dramatic cry beseeching Jerusalem to ‘return 
unto the Lord thy God’. 

Palm Sunday is marked by a setting of 
Hosanna to the Son of David by Bartholomäus 
Gesius, a rarely-heard German composer who 
died in the 17th-century.

We re-enter more familiar musical territory 
for the last three pieces.  Maundy Thursday 
repeats the exhortation If ye love me, keep My 
commandments in the setting by Thomas Tallis 
while Good Friday will include the sublime 
and moving eight-part Crucifixus by Antonio 
Lotti.  For Easter Day, Stanford’s Ye choirs of new 
Jerusalem is a celebration portraying the triumph 
and optimism of the Resurrection.

Other sung services will include Parish 
Communion on the evening of Maundy 
Thursday, the service of the Last Hour on Good 
Friday and the Easter Vigil on Easter Eve as well 
as, of course, Parish Communion on Easter Day.

Choral evensong on the evening of the fourth 
Sunday will include Wesley’s epic anthem Blessed 
be the God and Father, which celebrates Christ’s 
Resurrection while subtly reminding us of 
our frailties as well as our own mortality.  The 
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis will be sung to 
Sumsion’s joyful setting in G.

As usual, new voices are always welcome.  
Come and see how you get on.  You are welcome 
to join us in the choir vestry at 7.30pm every 
Thursday.

Glyn Môn Hughes
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The Oxton National Schools were first 
conducted in temporary rooms in 1852, but 
the Earl of Shrewsbury provided a piece of 
land (160 yds x 20 yards)  between Arno Park 
and the land which was to become the Parish 
Hall (see Oxton Outlook March 2020). The 
land was valued at £300 but the total cost of 
the building and fittings was £1505 3s 4d.

The school officially opened on February 
14th 1853 and the ceremony was conducted by 
the vicar Revd William Cockcroft. Technically 
there were three separate schools – one for 
boys, one for girls and one for infants. Mr W H 
Holtaway, a certified teacher from Highbury, 
was in charge and part of the building was a 
school house for headmaster. He received £1 
10s per week and his assistant, Miss Bennett, 
received about 10 shillings.

 
The parents paid tuppence week per 

child. The school day always began with 
scripture, followed by spelling, writing, 

singing, marching, counting, tables and 
texts.  Sometimes there was sewing for the 
girls. Catechism was taught every week. The 
school log records writing on slates as well as 
in copybooks. School life was very different 
from today. No meals were served in school 
and children who walked many miles to go 
home at midday often did not return for the 
afternoon session.

By 1855 money from the children’s 
tuppences, the sale of the girls’ sewing as well 
as generous donations all paid for the running 
of the school – five teachers, cleaning, books 
and stationery, insurance and repairs etc. 
Later a coal stove was installed in the centre 
of the classroom because work had to cease 
when the ink froze in 1865. By 1884 the boys 
and girls were united but the infants were kept 
separate from juniors until 1922. The school 
was inspected annually and the report dictated 
the amount of grant received for the following 
year. In 1948 a bathroom was installed in the 

school house and new children’s toilets and a 
staffroom were installed in 1953. As the school 
grew some classes were held in the parish hall 
next door.

Eventually a site for a new school was found 
at the top of Holm Lane. The foundation stone 
was laid in April 1966 and the school  was 
officially opened on Valentine’s Day 1967 – 
the 114th anniversary of the opening of the 
original school. The school was consecrated 
by Rt Revd Eric Mercer – the first Bishop of 
Birkenhead. The vicar at the time was the Revd 
P Pasterfield and the headteacher was Miss L 
Foster. Miss Foster’s headship was followed 
by Mr S Osborne (who is still a regular 
worshipper at St Saviour’s), Mrs N Tabern-
Price, Miss G Pritchard and now currently we 
have Mr A Ramsden.

This new school has a wonderful position 
with a view to Wales. It has a modern 
design and space outside for games or just 
contemplation. Many happy days have been 
spent in this school and children seem to have 
good memories. Chris McClenahan often 
writes to us from her home in Ireland and 
she remembers to this day that ‘my coat peg 
in reception class was 26B. At school dinners 
I always asked for a big one except for school 
custard and tapioca!  I cried one Monday 
because I forgot my dinner money and thought I 
would get no dinner. On Sports Day I was in the 
green team – green is still my favourite colour. 
I remember going to church on Ascension Day 
and then being allowed to go home for the rest 
of the day!’

Each generation of children will have 
memories. Their parents will remember happy 
times at a Summer Fair or a Friday night disco 
in the school hall – all raising money for the 
PTA and worthwhile projects. Times change, 
teachers and headteachers move on, children 
move on to larger schools and more complex 
lives, but we can be assured that all pupils 
of St Saviour’s will have had a happy  seven 
years, not only learning academically but also 
having been given a foundation  of Christian 
values to their lives based on the school motto 
‘Love One Another’.

Editorial with acknowledgement to Brian 
Dunn and his book ‘The Parish Church of 
Oxton St Saviour’ 2010

The History of St Saviour’s School



FIRST CLASS FEET
Emma Cottrell BSc (Hons), SRCh, MChs

STATE REGISTERED 
CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST

Telephone: 07899 952687
Home 

Visiting 
Practice

07795 146 827
L A D I E S  A N D  G E N T S 
M O B I L E  H A I R S T Y L I S T

Friendly service in 
your own home

MOT
YOUR
   LOCAL
STATION

OFFERING A FULL RANGE OF 
SERVICES FOR ALL VEHICLES

FULL VOLVO FACTORY 
DIAGNOSTICS

FOUR WHEEL LASER ALIGNMENT

AIR CONDITIONING  •  MOT

We offer a complete service at 
competitive prices to ensure your 
Volvo is serviced and repaired to 

manufacturers standards

Collection and delivery service

0151 653 3767 
86 Shrewsbury Road, Oxton

0151 653 3767
FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE

SPECIALIST ENGINEERS
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St Saviour’s Mothers’ Union 
Annual Coffee Morning
Saturday 25th April from 10.30am 

in the Parish Centre.
All Welcome

Admission £1 includes coffee and biscuits .
Stalls: cakes, bric-a- brac, bottle 
and chocolate tombola, raffle .

Donations for stalls and raffle prizes may be 
left in the MU box in the baptistry .

Cakes for sale will be welcome on the day .
Proceeds to MU projects in UK and Overseas

Saturday June 20th at 5pm

Revd Josie Tuplin is to be 
ordained priest at Chester 

Cathedral. A coach has been 
arranged for those who would 
like transport to the cathedral

Depart St Saviour’s   3 .15pm 
Depart Holy Cross, Woodchurch 3 .30pm 

Arrive back at about 8pm

To check details contact Nick Broad 
07795 683686

Secret Gardens 

of Oxton 

on May 10th 

has been cancelled

POSTPONED
By Car 

  From Liverpool using Queensway tunnel: 
    take flyover along Borough Road 
   (A552),turn right at Singleton Avenue then Woodchurch Road   
    and at Halfway House Pub turn right into Storeton Road. 
    Free car park on this corner (CH43 5TW)
    From M53 : leave at junction 3, Birkenhead exit, along 
    Woodchurch Road, past Sainsbury’s, turn left at Halfway House. 
    Free car park on this corner (CH43 5TW)

By Train To Conway Park Station, Birkenhead. 
    2 minutes walk to Birkenhead Bus Station. 
    
By Bus 
  
Transport Information 01513301000
 423( Liverpool-Birkenhead Bus Station-Seacombe and return) 
Stop  at Half Way House (Woodchurch Road).

471/472 (Liverpool-Birkenhead Bus Station-Heswall and return) 
Stop  at Half Way House (Woodchurch Road).

41/41A & 42 (Birkenhead Bus Station-Woodchurch/Arrowe Park and return) 
Stop  at Half Way House (Woodchurch Road).

495 (Birkenhead Bus Station-Noctorum Circular return on the 492 bus 
service) Stop at Storeton Road / Fairview Road.

How to find us

Free minibus from the Free Car Park  (CH43 5TW)



HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR CHURCH?
Answers to last month’s magazine quiz
1 .  What is the inscription at the foot of the lectern?
      Answer: To the Glory of God in the faith of the Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, this stone was laid on March 26th 

1889 by Catherine E King
2 .  Where will we find a reference to Tranmere Rovers in church?
      Answer: The TRFC crest is found in the Good Shepherd window in the north aisle . The window is in memory of 

former vicar, Canon Alan Poulter, who was Anglican Chaplain to Tranmere Rovers Football Club .
3 .  Can you name one of the figures on the font?
     Answer: John the Baptist, St Luke, St John and St Mark are all portrayed on the font
4 .  Where do you find a monk’s figure in the south aisle?
     Answer: In most of the windows in the south aisle . The monk signifies the work of Whitefriars Glass Company .
5 .   Can you name the son of a previous vicar of Oxton who was killed in the Second World War and whose name is 

on the war memorial?
     Answer: Michael Crawley – son of Revd J L Crawley
6 .   Can you name the family whose name appears several times in church eg on the baptistry screen?
     Answer: The Rae family

Birkenhead’s only Family owned and run S.A.L.F. Funeral Directors 
Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors

THOMAS McMULLAN
FUNERAL SERVICE

incorporating Oxton Carriage Company established 1899

Private Chapels of the highest standard
Estimate given without obligation

Locally owned & run funeral service
Help the Aged Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Available

For immediate personal attention telephone

0151-653 4173
Valley Lodge Funeral Home, Borough Road, Birkenhead

Any 
Time
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ROOFING & GUTTERING
GENERAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

A J Wright, 77 Park Road West, Prenton CH43 8SG
Telephone: 0151 200 6114   Mobile: 07712 108308

• 38  years’ experience
• No job too big or too small
• Quality work and Free Estimates
• Slating and tiling repairs
• Flat Roofs, Garages
• Dormers, Bays, Porches
• Ridge and Hip Tiles pointed
• Chimney stacks lowered and pointed

• Cowls and Pots fitted
• Lead work - flashings and valleys
• Gutters & downpipes unblocked
• Gutters & downpipes renewed/repaired
• PVC fascia, gutters, downpipes cleaned
• Exterior and interior painting
• Jetwashing paths, drives and patios
• Insurance work and storm damage

GOOD-BYE 
FRIDAY TALKS
January 2020 saw the 
beginning of our eighth 
year of presenting the Talks. 
Having arranged 46 of them 
we have decided that this 
fundraising initiative has run 
its course. There will be no 
more. 

None of the Talks would 
have been as successful as 
they have been without our stalwart supporters both from within and without the congregation of 
St Saviour’s, turning out in all weathers to be in the Parish Centre for an 8.00pm start. We also owe 
the success of the Talks to the work of John and Diane Kershaw who, right from the beginning, 
have not missed a Friday putting out the chairs and studiously keeping the box office at the door to 
Room 3. We thank you all most sincerely.

We are also extremely grateful to Mary Butterworth, a former marketing secretary at Birkenhead 
School, for designing the tickets and posters for the Talks, often doing so within very tight time 
constraints.

Mary and Caroline, our respective wives, are also deserving of our thanks, having between them 
produced about 40 pre-talk “kitchen suppers” for the speakers and partners or friends.

All ticket sales have gone straight into the St Saviour’s bank account and we estimate that the 
Talks have raised in the order of £20,000.

For us, putting on the Talks has been a very enjoyable experience, especially as we have made 
some very good friends along the way.

Again we extend our sincere thanks to everyone who has supported us in so many ways over the 
last seven years.                                                                                John Roberts and Andrew Thomson

Thank you, Andrew and John, for providing so many varied and interesting speakers over the 
years. The evenings have been most enjoyable and the profit raised is to be commended.

Editorial Committee
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Although I no longer work for monetary 
gain I would say, since retirement, my 
workload has not changed. What has 

changed is my freedom to decide. I can choose to 
do or not do things. 

One of the best choices I have made is to 
take on grandparent duties. Paul and I have 
four grandchildren. It is an ongoing process to 
watch the babies grow and develop their own 
characters as they become people with their own 
personalities. Watching our children approach 
parenting is a strange experience especially when 
they use some of the same phrases and tactics we 
employed. We are recalling bringing up our own children and recognising family similarities and 
traits recurring!

I spend one day with my two sisters and their husbands too. Most weeks we meet up for lunch 
(hospital appointments permitting!). We usually plan our outings with some sort of exhibition, 
stroll or garden centre. It depends on the weather. 

Once a month I host a knit’n’natter session. Some natter more than knit, crochet or sew. 
It provides an opportunity to help with tips to improve our skills. Someone usually has the 
knowledge to sort out a problem. I have two other monthly meet ups for meals with former 
colleagues. One group is from my school teaching years, the other is from night school classes 
where we taught adults to read. All of these gatherings provide the time to discuss a multitude of 
subjects and catch up on news. 

Gardening takes some of my time. The Bible begins in 
a garden and there are many references in the parables 
to planting and growing in faith. Sowing the first seeds 
in February begins the gardening year for me… followed 
by ordering the plug plants, starting off the dahlias and 
buying the tomato plants. I’m ready to plant out by June. 
I always grow too much and give the excess plants away. 

The times when I am alone focuses my thoughts 
on what has happened in the week and helps me plan 
how I will fit things into my time in the comings week. 
As I reflect on everything I have witnessed in those 
activities I feel sure that God has been with me and 
the people I have spent time with. We have given and 
received advice, listened and offered help whenever 
it was appropriate. Hopefully, we have been able to 
think about things in a different way and made the best 
choice for us. Discussions enable people to see things 
from other perspectives and make informed decisions. 
Read Matthew chapter 25 verses 31-46. I find it a useful 
reading. 

Desmond Tutu said, “Do your little bit of good where 
you are; it’s those little bits of good put together that 
overwhelm the world.”  

Jenny Carpenter

ST SAVIOUR’S PARISH CENTRE FOR HIRE
Our Parish Centre has rooms, of various sizes, 
available for hire and to suit all occasions.

The centre has a fully-equipped kitchen, 
disabled access and toilet and a lift to the first floor .

Why not use us for your social events, meetings, 
training sessions or exercise classes?

For further details please visit our website at: 
www.oxtonstsavious.co.uk/our-parish-centre 
or telephone our Parish Administrator on 
0151 653 3366

ST.ANDREW’S CENTRE
FOR DAYTIME HIRE
Large hall with kitchen facilities
Ideal for Afternoon Teas or
Children’s Parties

Large car park To view the hall, contact
Nick Broad (07795 683686)

To book the hall, contact
the Parish Administrator

(0151 653 3366)

We publish 800 copies each month and distribute them to a wide area



Memories
If you have any special memories of 

 VE Day May 1945 or
VJ Day August 1945

Please send them to
oxton.outlook @btinternet.com

or phone Jennifer Lobban (652 3033)
as soon as possible so that they can be
published in the May or August issues

of this magazine

Due to the Coronavirus,
all events and meetings

have been cancelled
until further notice.

For details please contact
group leaders

(see contact details on page 3)
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For more information please contact 
our Registered Manager 

Mrs P O'Neill on 0151 653 6613

"Where older people find care"
Robertson Sandie Home, 

16 Vyner Road South, Birkenhead
A Registered Residential Care Home 
with a friendly homely atmosphere 
where visitors are always welcome

A charity serving  
the community since 1979

EDWARDS Newsagents & Post Office
Opening Times: 6.00am to 10.00pm daily 

  

NATIONAL LOTTERY AGENT
23 Rose Mount                      Tel: 652 1495

PAYZONE

Festival FlowersFestival Flowers
Fresh, dried and silk flowers Fresh, dried and silk flowers 

for all occasionsfor all occasions
• Traditional and continental floristry • 
• Unusual floral tributes a speciality •

SAME DAY DELIVERY (MON-SAT) 
FROM CHESTER TO FORMBY

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

Ring: 0151 653 3010 or call in: 
32a Wellington Road, Oxton, Birkenhead

PHILIP BOOTH

H e a t i n g  *  P l u m b i n g  *  B a t h r o o m s  *  I n s t a l l a t i o n s

Tel: 0151 652 8847  •  Mobile: 07850 545 550 
Also John Booth on 07702 408 390

Plumbing & Heating Services
P&M PLUMBING Ltd.



Haweswater Heritage
Established 1975

Complete building service, 40 years experience
Extensions, loft conversions and renovations

Dry rot treatment, dampcourses + cellular tanking
Roofing works and all structural works

PLEASE RING PAUL 07816960442 FOR ADVICE AND A QUOTE

The Oxton Outlook is designed and printed by Impressions, 16 Palm Hill, Oxton Village CH43 5SP 
Tel: 0151 651 0463   Email: design@impressions-oxton .com


