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27 June 2020 

 

Dear friends 

Since the Spring, Church life across England has moved online in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and 

the huge public health challenges which this pandemic poses.  

You may be aware that HM Government has recently made a headline announcement concerning the 

possibility of public worship resuming in certain circumstances.  

In responding to this change, I would like to make some brief comments. 

1. Welcome News 

Firstly, I want to say that this change is most welcome. Like many people across our nation, I am delighted to 

see us moving into a less restrictive phase in our national response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The past three months have been quite extraordinary. The COVID-19 pandemic has taken many lives and 

wounded and damaged many others. In the Church, we note the sobering fact that this has been the first 

period without public worship in England since the early 13th century (when an argument between the 

papacy and the English monarchy saw England’s churches boarded up for several years).  

So we may allow ourselves a moment of joy at the prospect of some limited return to public worship, 

alongside online worship, in the not-too-distant future.  

2. Awaiting Government regulations 

The change in regulations concerning church buildings is, of course, permissive, not prescriptive. Local 

responses will be different, and you will want to know that here in Oxton we shall make changes only when 

we can have confidence that they can be made safely. 

The Government has yet to publish more detailed guidance. The Church of England, therefore, has not yet 

been able to offer more detailed advice. In the current position, our Diocese has noted that there remain 

many questions unanswered. 
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3. ‘Blended economy’: online and offline worship over the next 12 months 

Once we have been able to move to limited re-opening of our Parish Church, it will be important for us to 

manage our own expectations. Extensive restrictions will continue to apply. These are likely to remain in 

place for some time, and they might become more or less restrictive at various points.  

Here and across England, we shall be making in the next weeks a local decision about a new ‘blended 

economy’ of worship opportunities both in buildings and online in the next twelve months (and then also 

about how we can best use online resources into the medium future). 

As in all other churches, our decisions around this will take into account the range of worship opportunities 

we are able to offer, and where and in what formats these can be best offered at this time.  

As we make these decisions, I ask all keyholders to note that until further notice our Parish Church, Parish 

Centre and St Andrew’s Centre remain closed for all purposes.  

4. Private prayer in Church midweek 

In addition to making changes in regulations concerning public worship, HM Government has also moved to 

permitting limited opening of parish churches for private prayer.  

We hope to be able to announce next weekend how we shall be doing this. 

5. Prayer for our nation and for people across the world 

Even as these changes take place, we know that the challenges of this time are not over for our nation and 

across the world. As we look to our medium-term future, I would want to echo these recent words of the 

Bishop of London: 

This has been an incredibly difficult time for the whole country, especially for those who have been ill, who 

have suffered financial hardship, the loss of livelihoods and indeed, for many, those they love. We know that 

is not over and the Church has a task ahead to bring consolation and hope. […] The challenge before us 

now is to take the next steps carefully and safely, without forgetting all that we’ve discovered about God and 

ourselves on the way. 

Please join me in praying for all who are making decisions which will affect public health here in the United 

Kingdom and across the world. At the beginning of this new week, let us also commit to praying for one 

another each day. I commend to you too this week the astonishing eighth chapter of the Letter of Saint Paul 

to the Romans. Do give some time to reading this chapter throughout the coming seven days. 

I am convinced [writes Paul] that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things 

to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

May God bless you and keep you this week 

 

 

Revd Dr J Kennedy 

Vicar of Oxton St Saviour 


