
1 
 

 

 

 

St Saviour’s Oxton, Church Annual Report 2020 

 

Vicar’s Report 2020 

The past year has been an emotionally demanding and exhausting one for every one 

of us.  

As I have reviewed my own ministry across 2020, I have reflected that holding ‘the 

cure of souls’ in 2020 has felt very different from holding this same responsibility in 

other years.  

The Bishop of Oxford has written this year that: 

The cure of souls [which incumbents] are given is of the whole parish and 

benefice. The term cure means more than care (although all cure of souls is 

built on love).  At its centre is the ministry of reconciliation between individuals 

and God and between people and communities through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Perhaps because we have lived so much of the past year unable to be together with 

others, I have experienced more intensely my own responsibility to pray for all who 

live in our parish.  
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I was moved too when (a few days ago) our new Diocesan Bishop spoke to us in our 

Parish Church. Bishop Mark returned several times to the responsibility of the whole 

church community to serve others before ourselves.  

Most concretely, that service is expressed in the priority we give to the needs of those 

16,000 people who live in our parish and who do not worship with us, or who are 

new to worshipping with us. And so, since no one minister can possibly meet the needs 

of sixteen thousand people (or indeed 500 people), my own exercise in the cure of 

souls is a ministry of calling and leading the whole community of Christians in our 

church family to love and service of others. We are called, as all church communities 

are called, to ‘all-member ministry’, and that is always a matter of prayer and priorities 

– whom we choose to pray for, and what (or, more precisely, whom) we choose to 

prioritize. 

Today I invite you to join me in bringing this past year to God in intercession and in 

thanksgiving. 

A year of bereavement and isolation 

Firstly, let us pray that God will hold especially close to his heart all who have suffered 

bereavement or isolation in 2020.  

• I ask you to join me in praying for all who have been bereaved, especially those 

who live in our parish or who are part of our worshiping community. 

So many lives have been lost. A member of my own family – a retired priest – 

has died in the last few months as a result of contracting COVID19. I am aware 

that many of those who are reading these lines have lost family members and 

friends to the COVID19 virus also. Let us commend to God all who have died, 

especially the recently deceased of our parish. 

• I ask you also to pray for all who have become ill in the last year after contracting 

the virus.  

Perhaps you, or someone you especially love, has become ill with COVID19. 

For some, the consequences of your encounter with the virus continues to 

mark your life. It is a sobering thought that more than a million people in the 

UK are currently suffering from ‘Long COVID’. We pray for all who have been 

affected in these ways.  

We remember that the pandemic has meant that public health systems here 

and elsewhere have been less able to meet the health needs of patients who do 

not have the COVID19 virus. We pray for those waiting for diagnosis or 

treatment. 

• As I write these words, close to the midpoint of 2021, the success of the vaccine 

programme means that things look better more hopeful in the UK and in many 
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other parts of the developed world. But we know too that we are not yet done 

with this virus. And across the world, there are some forecasts that the virus 

will cause more deaths in 2021 than in 2020. I ask you to join me in praying for 

all who live without access to advanced health care. 

• As we think over 2020, let us remember before God the prolonged periods in 

2020 when we have been unable to meet those who are close to us.  

We have tried to maintain our friendships over the telephone or using video 

conferencing. These are great blessings, of course – but they are not the same 

as being in the same room as someone.  

Perhaps for our society, so enamoured with ‘virtual’ life, one small blessing in a 

year which has brought so much harm is that we have been reminded that God 

has made us human beings not angels, and that fulness of life means for us 

physical life. Let us give thanks that, for this reason, God promises to his People 

not simply an immortal soul but also the resurrection of the body. 

For some of us, our distance from others has been particularly painful. Often, 

our hearts have ached to visit friends or family members who are suffering, but 

we have been unable to do so. All of this is a very real form of suffering – and 

it is right to name it and acknowledge it before God. 

• Perhaps none of us has been able to escape the social consequences of the 

pandemic in 2020. For many, the pandemic has brought the pain of isolation; for 

some, it has brought the challenge of much less time alone. All this we bring to 

God too. 

The past year has sadly brought with it an increase in the incidence of domestic 

abuse. I ask you to join me in praying for all those who have suffered abuse in 

the time of the pandemic. If you have been a victim of abuse, please know that 

you are in my prayers. 

Many of us have found this past year has brought with it mental health 

challenges. It has been good this year that a number of public figures – led in 

the UK by The Prince of Wales’ sons – have courageously worked to remove 

the remaining stigma which seems to attach to mental health problems. Let us 

give thanks to God for this work, and for the encouragement it gives us to speak 

with a GP about our mental health, or to get in touch with a counsellor, if we 

need help. And let us pray for all those who live in our parish who currently 

have mental health challenges. 

A year of loss and uncertainty 

For much of 2020, schools and colleges have been closed to many children and 

students; exams have been cancelled. This has been a demanding year also for the 
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employed and the unemployed, and for those who own or manage businesses. All this 

we bring to God. 

• I ask you to join me in praying for students, teachers and lecturers, and all 

involved in education in our parish or worshiping community.  

As I think over the past year, I recall that for much of that time, Emily and I – 

like many other parents and carers – were home-schooling our children.  

I ask you to join me in praying for all those who live in our parish and who, 

alongside their other responsibilities, have been home-schooling children in 

2020. We pray too for the teachers who have been supporting them. Let us 

pray especially for all for whom this experience has sadly increased social 

inequality. 

• I ask you to pray with me for employees or those who are self-employed. We 

think of those who have been working from home for much of 2020, and those 

who have experienced the frustrations of being unable to do their jobs because 

their employers needed to place them on furlough.  

We pray especially for those who have continued to work outside their home 

and have needed to manage the health risks that have come with this – and we 

remember that this burden has fallen disproportionately on the economically 

poorest parts of our society.  

Let us pray for those who have lost their jobs, or whose businesses have closed 

in 2020. We remember too that those who are seeking work have often found 

this year a hugely difficult time. And we ask God to bless and strengthen all who 

find themselves anxious as economic uncertainty continues in 2021.  

COVID19 and the life of faith 

For much of 2020, many of us have been without the consolation of the Sacraments.  

• I ask you to join me in bringing before God our longing to receive the 

Sacraments together, to worship in church, to sing God’s praises with other 

Christians, and simply to pray quietly alongside others.  

• In Church, both baptisms and weddings have been postponed (often more than 

once). Funerals, and a small number of weddings, have taken place with very 

few people present. There is here real suffering – a tear in the fabric of many 

people’s lives. Let us bring all of this suffering to the God who longs to heal us 

and to bind up all that is broken. 

• Let us pray for all who are new to the life of faith, especially all who are new to 

our church community. Let us pray that they will find the Risen Christ in our 

church community and that nothing we do will obscure His love.  
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• Let us pray also for all who live within our parish who do not long for the 

Sacraments and who do not long to be in church. Let us pray that God will 

awaken in them a hunger for Christ, who is the Bread of Life.  

Casting our cares on God 

As we look back to all that has been lost and as we consider the destructive path of 

the COVID19 virus, we can find comfort and strength in the words of Saint Peter: 

 Cast your cares on Him because it matters to Him about you. (I Peter 5:7) 

Together, let us bring our past, present and future to the Cross of Christ and lay them 

before the One who loves us. 

Giving thanks for those who hold responsibility 

Alongside this, let us give thanks to God for those whose responsibility it is to make 

policy decisions relating to the virus at international, national, and local level.  

It is right that we are able to critique such decisions – some may have seemed to us 

to be hasty or uncareful, others may have seemed to us overcautious or too tentative. 

Mistakes, of course, have been made at all levels, and it is right to acknowledge this. 

Yet, perforce, in most instances, those making decisions have had neither training nor 

experience in managing risk in a pandemic. And in virtually all cases we can reflect that 

those who have had to make these calls have been doing their best.  

This past year, I was glad when a friend reminded me of these words of the 20th 

century Lutheran martyr, Dietrich Bonhoeffer: 

I can no longer condemn [… a brother or sister] for whom I pray, no matter 

how much trouble he [or she] causes me. 

Remembering this, I have tried to bring to my daily prayers all those who make 

decisions on my behalf – whether locally or at national level. I have found that it is just 

and good to give thanks for those who have shouldered responsibility in 2020 – 

perhaps especially when I have felt that they could have made better choices.  

Giving thanks for selfless service 

I invite you to join me in giving thanks to God also for the social solidarity and the 

selflessness shown by so many people over this time.  

Near the start of the pandemic here in the UK, we clapped in support of the NHS. Let 

us today give thanks for all who work in the NHS and in the emergency services and 

for all who have worked in 2020 to maintain the infrastructure on which we depend 

and to keep others safe. We give thanks too for all who have served as volunteers. 
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My own thoughts are of a doctor – the daughter of one of my mother’s friends – who 

lost her life to COVID19 which she contracted caring for her patients. As we salute 

her selflessness and pray for her young bereaved family, we acknowledge that many 

others across our nation and across the world have lost their life in this way during 

2020. Let us commend them to the mercy of God. 

Giving thanks for the life of our Church 

As I think of the life of our Church in 2020, I give thanks to God for so many blessings. 

I think of our Churchwardens and all others who serve our life and mission of our 

Church in so many ways – perhaps especially those who serve our Church in quiet 

and hidden ways. I want today to pay tribute especially to Andrew Thomson, as his 

tenure as Churchwarden comes to an end, and I ask you to join me in praying God’s 

blessing on Andrew and his family. 

I think too of my colleagues in the Parish Leadership Team who have worked tirelessly 

over this year, often in hidden ways, to support our prayer and our community, and 

to seek new ways to engage those who are not members of our church family. I ask 

you to join me in praying for each one of them. 

As the current lockdown regulations are eased, we are entering a time when some of 

the social costs of the pandemic may begin to be seen more clearly. Nationally, the 

Church of England estimates that, once the ‘new normal’ is in place post-pandemic,  

there will be on average a 20% drop in congregation numbers. Given the demographics 

of our congregation here at Oxton and Noctorum, there is good reason to suppose 

that we may see a more significant drop – perhaps as much as 30%.  

Clearly, this is a significant challenge for churches across England. In Oxton, we are 

blessed that God continues to bring to us lots of new young families each year. 

Unfortunately, very few of those families stay with us long term. The future of our 

church community rests on whether we can encourage many more of those families 

to commit to Christ and to our Christian community. I invite you to join me in bringing 

this to God in your prayers each day and to choose it as your priority.  

I have held the cure of souls in Oxton and Noctorum for 10 years now – around half 

the time I have been ordained. As I have reflected on this past decade, I have come 

back to words of Saint Paul in his Epistle to the Philippians. I make them my own as I 

address you now:   

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every 

one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the 

first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 

among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1: 

3-6) 

Revd Dr Joe Kennedy, Vicar 
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Churchwardens’ Report 2020 
 

Since the first lockdown was introduced in March 2020 there has been little action in 

Church for the Churchwardens. At the end of lockdown 1 and before the introduction 

of lockdown 2 both Judith Parry and Tony Parsons were very active as volunteer 

stewards and ‘sanitizers’ at and between the very limited services which were possible 

in Church. However, this does not mean that there has been no action behind the 

scenes, to the contrary we have been busy meeting either by ‘Zoom’ or telephone 

conferencing to deal with such matters as setting up the long-awaited electronic giving 

system which is now available in Church. 

Much time has also been spent in discussion with Wirral Borough Council concerning 

their request to buy part of the carpark at St. Andrew’s—this was denied as the loss 

of the space would sterilise our site for any future development. WBC has since 

requested to lease some of our space during the development of their Children’s 

Residential Home next door and at the time of writing (Holy Week 2021) this is not 

yet resolved and discussions are ongoing. 

The Churchwardens have also held virtual meetings with the Vicar on all the items 

listed in the PCC Annual Report for 2020. 

In October, Tony Parsons and Andrew Thomson were very pleased to welcome Judith 

Parry as Deputy Churchwarden, she is at present the PCC Secretary but will shortly 

be stepping down from this role.’  During the year Tony Parsons and Andrew 

Thomson were very pleased to welcome Judith Parry, who as well as being PCC 

Secretary also became a new Deputy Warden; both Judith and Tony have fulfilled the 

role of Churchwarden before. 

We would like to thank Rev. Joe and all the clergy team for their very hard work in 

preparing and delivering the on-line services over the last year and not forgetting Sue 

Gerrie.  

Andrew Thomson on behalf of the Churchwardens 

 

PCC Report 2020 

On account of the national public health emergency and the resulting lockdowns the 

PCC was only able to meet in person on one occasion, immediately after the APCM 

held in October. PCC business was conducted electronically and by the PCC Standing 

Committee using telephone conferencing. In all, the PCC Standing Committee had 

seven teleconferences in April, June, August, September and three in October. The 

main business of the PCC was the general running of the church and a full copy of the 

Church Accounts for 2020 is presented separately.  
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The following matters were discussed by the PCC Standing Committee during the 

year: 

• Sunday Service Pattern 

• Staff on Furlough and Job Support Scheme 

• St Andrew’s 

• Re-location of the Parish Office to Room 4 in the Parish Centre 

• Possible Financial Losses incurred by temporary closures of the Parish Centre 

• Request from Wirral Borough Council to purchase a strip of land at St Andrew’s  

• Housing for prospective curate 

• Streamlining St Saviour’s Banking and Electronic Giving 

• Future of the Parish Magazine 

 

The Annual Meeting of Parishioners and Annual Parochial Church Meeting were held 

in October for reasons previously mentioned and Mr Andrew Thomson and Mr Tony 

Parsons were elected Churchwardens. Mrs Sue Gerrie as Electoral Roll Officer, 

reported that there were 339 names on the revised Electoral Roll. Those elected to 

the PCC were Canon Dr J Richardson, Mr S White and Mr A Yunas. Mr N Broad was 

appointed Treasurer. The following were elected, Mr A Thomson as Vice Chairman 

and Miss J Parry as Secretary. Mrs Sue Gerrie was elected Electoral Roll Officer. Miss 

J Parry was appointed as Deputy Churchwarden. The PCC very much appreciated the 

ministry of the clergy and parish leadership team during a very challenging year and 

their response to the national public health emergency in providing online services, 

prayers and sermons by telephone and pastoral phone calls to members of the parish 

family. At the end of 2020 our Vicar, Revd Dr Joe Kennedy was appointed to be the 

Rural Dean of Birkenhead as from January 2021. 

Judith Parry, PCC Secretary 

 

Finance Report 2020 

The Finance Committee has continued to meet during 2020 on ‘Zoom’ and the 

Chairman and Treasurer have kept in touch with each other at regular intervals 

especially when each “month end figures” were available. 

As might be expected our total income for 2020 was down £53,839 or 22% on that 

for 2019 and by some very careful management by our Treasurer our total expenditure 

was 26% lower than that for 2019 at £65,388 giving us a net surplus for the year of 

£9,442. However, and there always is a however, we must remember that during our 

Financial Year our income benefitted from a large legacy and also support for wages 

through the Government furlough scheme. 

At the end of 2020 we have General Funds of £48,217 and Designated Funds (funds 

which can only be spent on items for which money has been set aside for a particular 
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purpose by the PCC or specified by the donor, if a gift or legacy) of £24,066: our Parish 

Centre account has a credit balance of £963. 

For the year 2020 our accounts show a very satisfactory result and I am sure that we 

will be the envy of many parishes who find themselves in very difficult circumstances. 

Looking to the future though our situation is far less rosy. For a start, as the policy of 

the PCC, in accordance with good practice, endeavours to maintain a cash reserve 

equal to three month’s running costs, which in a “normal” year would be about 

£60,000 based on an annual expenditure of around £240,000 we are currently some 

£12,000 below that total. I have no doubt too, that when we return to regular use of 

St. Saviour, St Andrew and the Parish Centre our outgoings will increase substantially 

and may well exceed £240,000. I know for example, we have to address our defunct 

heating system in St. Saviour; there will also be work required in regular maintenance 

of all our buildings and we will no longer receive an income from 36 Noctorum Dell 

(the curate’s house which we, as the Parish has to provide rent free – her living is paid 

by the Diocese). 

We have to face the fact that we MUST raise funds and I am convinced that both as 

Chairman of Finance and as Churchwarden this can only be done in the first instance 

by increasing the size of our Church Family especially with younger members and thus 

our regular giving. 

In recent years I have seen our income decline along with the size of our congregations; 

we do not yet know how many of our former Church Family will return, I am certain 

some will not, giving us an even steeper mountain to climb! 

I hope that with the arrival of our new curate the Clergy Team under the leadership 

of Rev. Joe will review, together with the Churchwardens and former Churchwardens 

the number and timing of all our services so that we can rebuild on the foundations so 

lovingly laid down by Andy Stinson, Glyn, Allen, Josie and Christine, under the tutelage 

of Rev. Joe, before they moved to their respective new parishes. I know that many 

people who have spoken to me over the past year, long for our Parish children to re-

join the main Sunday Morning Eucharist and the coffee afterwards. This review can 

only be the beginning of our return to the Church of St Saviour we all know and hold 

dear: there is much more to do besides. 

Finally, my sincere thanks go to all members of the Finance Committee and especially 

to Nick Broad who keeps our accounts impeccably and provides specific information 

to both the Vicar and me when requested. 

Andrew Thomson, Chairman of Finance Committee 
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Safeguarding Report 2020 

The PCC takes its responsibility towards safeguarding our children and vulnerable 

adults very seriously. Creating a safe culture within our church community is guided 

by the House of Bishops safeguarding policy and procedures and a safeguarding 

report to the PCC is a standard item on the agenda for all PCC Meetings. As a Parish 

we adopt the safer recruiting guidance for all new appointments, DBS check all adults 

who are legally required to have one and we have complied with the  duty to have 

“due regard” to the House of Bishops’ guidance in relation to safeguarding. 

Jan Taylor, Parish Safeguarding Officer 

 

Fabric Report 2020 

Committee Report to the PCC from 10th Feb 2020 – 09th February 2021 

The committee met three times by Zoom, and met the Church architect and his 

heating engineer in church on the 10th sept 2020 

1.00  Church Architect 

A meeting was held with Tony Barton-Architect and Bob Costello-heating engineer, in 

Church, to discuss the committee’s proposals for heating the church efficiently, 

effectively and in a carbon neutral way, to establish that we were working in the right 

direction. See below.    

A copy of the Quinquennial report is always available in the Parish Office. 

2.00  Handrails at the Pulpit steps and the Lady Chapel steps 

The handrails are still currently with Cheshire Forge, they were to be installed in Spring 

2020, but we hope can now be fitted when lockdown ends. 

3.00 Tower parapets 

The parapets continue to be inspected and the tell-tales checked. The tell-tales and 

pointing are sound at present. 

4.00 Quiet Garden and Churchyard trees 

Maintenance of the garden is carried out in the dormant season by volunteers. The 

Hedge plants planted along the eastern border in the summer of 2020 are beginning 

to break leaf. The Council requested that a number of the holly trees on the Gerald 

Road boundary be pruned because buses were making contact with their branches. 
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The work was carried out by approved Tree surgeon Derek Knight within the 

timescale set by the Council. 

5.00 East Window defects 

Some small pieces of mortar/stone had fallen from the East window in early 2021, 

landing on the high altar and reaching as far as the chancel steps. The Lady Chapel altar 

has been set up in the crossing in the interest of safety. Nick Porter kindly offered to 

use his drone to photograph the window, this was agreed by the committee, and Nick 

and PG met on the 4th February to do this. The images have been sent to the Church 

Architect for his analysis and revue.  

6.00   Means of Escape  

Paul Airey has been carrying out regular checks of the alarm system in St Saviour, The 

Parish Centre and St Andrews. The alarm and wiring serving the tower and vestry area 

of St Saviour has been prone to faults, and has been repaired a number of times and 

continues to be monitored.  

7.00   External Flood Lights 

The lamps have been tripping out regularly because water has been finding its way into 

the junction boxes serving each fitting. Bernard Gatti Has been making repairs and the 

fittings are working at the time of the report. 

8.00   Routine Maintenance and Tests  

PAT tests, Fire extinguisher tests, fire alarm tests, and gutter cleaning have all been 

carried out.  

9.00   Front two rows of pews  

A faculty to allow the temporary removal of the three front rows of pews on the south 

and north side of the nave will shortly expire. A new application for their permanent 

removal will be submitted to the diocese shortly. These pews are being trialled in the 

Lady Chapel.  

10.00   The Parish Centre 

The committee arranged for the replacement of the rotten fire doors in room 3, and 

the repairs to the glazed sidelights. A trial pit has been made to establish that a French 

drain can be run along the west elevation of the parish centre to stop the water getting 

into the parish office. Pending approval. 
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11.00   The Choir Vestry Area. 

Following a report that a fox had fallen down into the area, and been recovered, Tony 

Parsons procured a wire mesh system that he clipped to the existing railings which 

should prevent a recurrence.  

12.00   Central Heating System 

The boiler has been functioning, tho’ it lacks the output to heat the church adequately. 

The committee decided not to spend any more money on the system, and for us to 

concentrate on selecting an effective carbon neutral way of making the congregation 

comfortable. 

13.00   Heating, energy and renewable energy 

The committee has been reviewing and developing options for creating 

comfortable conditions for the congregation and clergy, all within the 

Church of England’s aim of becoming Carbon Neutral by 2030. To do this 

we would:- 

Install electrically heated Pew Seats, to make people comfortable. 

Install electric heaters, which would protect the building by stopping the temperature 

falling too low, and warm people rather than the building. 

Install electric heaters in the Vicar’s vestry and the choir vestry, so that these would 

be comfortable, and hidden radiant panels to keep the celebrant warm. 

Install uprated electrical power supplies to the area adjacent to the crossing and the 

baptistry, to allow portable radiant heaters or fan heaters to be used to lift the 

temperature for choir events and Christenings. 

Be mindful that there are parts of the church that the existing system does not heat at 

all, the Lady Chapel, used for mid-week evening services, and the chancel and sanctuary 

which can be very cold, so these will need to be designed carefully. 

The principle behind these choices is that they use electricity supplied to the church 

from renewable sources, the pew heating is only using power when someone is sitting 

on it, and the general heating is not attempting to heat the building fabric, but to make 

people comfortable. This is how we would achieve carbon neutrality. 

PG has spoken to the DAC who were very supportive of our approach, which is the 

path they want all parishes to follow.  

14.00   The Environment 

PG belongs to Cool Places of Worship, a Wirral initiative which is run by 

Faiths4Change, where many places of worship share their activities aimed at reducing 



13 
 

their environmental impact. Joe, who co-chairs the Diocesan Environment Committee 

has joined the group, and the idea of becoming an Ecochurch has been discussed. This 

would be very good for our committee. 

15.00   Committee Membership 

We are continuing to look for our own future replacements in an effort to improve 

the age and gender balance of the committee, and achieve a sustainable future for the 

committee. We have just learned that our secretary Andrew Thomson will be leaving 

the area in 2021, and want to thank him for his solid and dependable support and 

minute taking, and wish him and Caroline a very smooth and easy move, and great 

happiness in their new home. 

Peter Gommon, Tony Parsons, Chairmen Fabric Committee 

 

Birkenhead Deanery Synod Report 2020 

In 2019 there were no meetings of the Birkenhead Deanery Synod due to the national 

public health emergency.  

During the year the Revd Jane Parry retired as Vicar of St Paul and St Luke Tranmere. 

At the end of the year, it was announced that the Revd Canon Ron Iveson, Rural Dean 

and Vicar of St Oswald’s, Bidston would be moving to a parish in Frodsham in early 

2021.  The Revd Dr Joe Kennedy, Vicar of St Saviour’s was appointed Rural Dean for 

Birkenhead Deanery from January 2021. 

Judith Parry, Deanery Synod Member 
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